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Award for student
excellence honors
Matthew Eldred 
Athird-year student whomone professor called “ex-tremely serious, but also agenuinely nice person”
has won the SUNY Chancellor’s Award
for Student Excellence – the first
SUNY Buffalo Law student ever to 
receive the honor. Matthew A. Eldred
accepted the award at a ceremony in
Albany on April 2.
The faculty and staff committee
that selects the honorees look for high-
achieving students who go beyond the
academic grind and contribute to the
campus and the community. Eldred’s
10-page nomination form included
his work as executive editor of the Buf-
falo Law Review and of the Buffalo En-
vironmental Law Journal, his service on
the board of the Jessup International
Moot Court Team and as a mentor to
first-year law students, his volunteer
work with the American Red Cross
and regular donation of platelets, as
well as his avocation hand-crafting fine
wooden furniture and his reciprocal
support for his wife, Nita. And all of
this was accomplished even with the
two-hour round-trip commute from
Rochester eating up precious time. 
Eldred, 29, was nominated for the
award by lecturer Patrick J. Long, who
had Eldred in his first-year classes in le-
gal analysis, writing and research. “He
just has a very sharp intellect that cuts
to the heart of any issue I presented,”
Long says. “It’s analytical, but it’s also
agile and flexible. And he also had a cu-
riosity to explore on his own issues
that we raised in class.” For example,
Long says, after a lecture on the rhetor-
ical devices that President Lincoln used
in the Gettysburg Address, Eldred re-
searched the famous speech, read
some books and articles about it, then
went back to his professor for further
discussion. 
Eldred will begin his career as an as-
sociate with the Rochester law firm
Harris Beach, where he worked as a
summer associate last year.
Erin Decker 
shares the lessons 
of perfection
Erin Decker, a second-year lawstudent, tests well.OK, that’s an understatement.She’s one of a handful of test-
takers who aced her LSAT, critical-read-
ing and problem-analyzing her way to a
perfect 180 score. 
Now Decker is taking those skills to
future law students, teaching the fine
points of the LSAT to both college stu-
dents exploring the idea of law school,
and collegians and career-changers get-
ting ready to take the test. 
“Of all of the graduate admissions
tests, the LSAT is the one most strongly
correlated with grades in the first year,”
Decker says. “Part of it is understanding
what the questions are asking, and the
rest is building your comprehension
skills. You have to be able to read and an-
alyze the text very precisely.”
Decker, a Buffalo native, earned her
bachelor’s degree in mathematics at
SUNY Potsdam, then a master’s in math
at Binghamton University, before decid-
ing that she’d rather be a lawyer than a
math professor. She earned her MBA in
an intensive one-year program at Cor-
nell University’s Samuel Curtis Johnson
Graduate School of Management before
coming to SUNY Buffalo Law School. 
Starting in graduate school, she
worked for Kaplan Inc., the national
test-prep chain, as a trainer and eventu-
ally a product development manager. 
Last summer Decker taught an LSAT
skills course for DiscoverLaw PLUS, the
Law School’s exploratory program to
encourage members of underrepresent-
ed minorities to consider law school.
Now she has fleshed out that class into a
daylong LSAT preparation course. The
Law School’s Office of Admissions and
Student Life pays her a stipend to teach
the course, which includes six hours of
instruction, punctuated by a lunch hour
with a question-and-answer session
about the admissions process. Decker
was planning to lead the course for the
fifth time in May.
The class is limited to 30 potential
law students, and it’s oversubscribed –
no doubt at least in part because the in-
structor’s perfect-score credential is part
of the appeal. 
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